
DISCIPLE Bible Study 
 

Under the Tree of Life 
 

This study looks at the Old Testament Scriptures known 

as the writings and the Gospel of John; 1,2,3 John, James, 

Jude, and Revelation in the New Testament 
 

Led by Pastor Richard Young 
 

Meeting Wednesdays at 10 a.m. beginning September 7, breaking for 

Christmas and the New Year, then continuing into the spring. 
 

This study will meet using ZOOM video conferencing. 
 

DISCIPLE 
 

-- a program of disciplined Bible Study aimed at developing strong Christian 

leaders. 
 

-- the fellowship of the small group 
 

-- a key to renewal in the church. 

 

An enrollment form is available at church or contact Pastor Richard to enroll. 
 

 

  The Yoke 
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SUNDAY SERVICE  
In co-operation with requirements set forth by state government and 

the Northern Illinois Conference, please follow these social distancing 

guidelines when attending services: 
 

-MASKS ARE OPTIONAL 

-Please take home your bulletin. Do not leave in pew or discard at 

church. Please do not discard ANY garbage at the church, including 

tissues and gum or candy wrappers, etc. 

-The offering plates and bulletins will be on the table at the back of the 

church. These will NOT be passed around. Please take a bulletin and 

submit your offering at the table. 
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“The beautiful thing 

about learning is 

nobody can take it 

away from you.” 

—B.B. King 

 

ON-LINE WORSHIP 

Our Sunday worship time continues on Facebook Live for those who are not 

able to come to in-person worship.  The time is 10:30 a.m. on the Peotone UMC 

page and then it is shared on the Green Garden UMC page at 11:30. 

 

BIRTHDAY SUNDAY TO 

RESUME THE FIRST 

SUNDAY OF EVERY 

MONTH, STARTING 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 4th. 

PLEASE SIGN UP TO HOST 

A MONTH! 



Other notes from 
Pastor Young: 

 

PRAYER CONCERNS 

Kathy Carter Young 

recovering from hip 

replacement surgery doing 

very well.   

Sandie Klien’s 

grandson Connor recovering 

from an injury sustained at 

work. 

Ann Loitz mourning 

the passing of her sister. 

Pastor Richard 

working on recovery from poly 

myalgia rheumatica and 

COVID. 
 

 

WORSHIP AT THE FAIR 
 

The weather was very good for 

the ecumenical worship 

service at the county fair 

August 28.  100 plus people 

were in attendance.  We also 

provided an on-line worship 

service for those unable to 

attend worship at the fair.  At 

last count, 74 persons had 

viewed the on-line service. 
 

 

 

 

  

Dear Friends, 

 

The writer of the letter to the Hebrews urges his readers to be 

faithful in meeting together in order to encourage one another 
(Hebrews 10:25).  He says that we are called and privileged to 

live in confidence knowing that God has forgiven us; that we are 
called and privileged to live in hope knowing that God is faithful 

to keep every promise; and that we are called and privileged to 

encourage each other by exercising a ministry of presence. 

An army chaplain said: “ministry of presence means being with 
the front-line troops in combat, giving encouragement, prayer, 

and support.”  A visitor to a mission field said: “ministry of 

presence is just being there smiling or shedding a tear when 
you can’t say a word.  It’s lending a helping hand, hugging 

someone who needs a hug.” 

A ministry of presence is built on the confidence that we have 

connected with God and that God is at work in and through us. 

I remember an emergency trip to the hospital early in my 

pastoral ministry.  The family had been in an auto accident and 

their teen aged son was critically injured.  I went with much 

uncertainty about what I could do that would make any 

difference.  When I arrived, I listened to them, I prayed with 

them, and I stayed with them.  My presence became a means 

through which God could give support and comfort. 

A ministry of presence requires that we shift our focus from 

ourselves and receiving to others and giving.  Ministry of 

presence happens when we commit to be the Church of Jesus 

Christ, to do more than attend when it doesn’t conflict with 

other things in our lives. 

God calls us to the ministry of presence.  “Don’t stop meeting 

together with other believers, which some people have gotten 

into the habit of doing. Instead, encourage each other, 

especially as you see the day drawing near.” (Hebrews 10:25) 

 

 

 

 

See you soon, 

Pastor Richard 

 



The Christian Review 

Pursuing Peace 

The 2021 book Love, Loss and Endurance: A 9/11 

Story of Resilience and Hope in an Age of 

Anxiety explores the dangers of extremism, both 

religious and political. Author Bill Tammeus, 

whose nephew died on 9/11, suggests three 

ways to be peacemakers. First, we can become 

more religiously literate, because “our human 

tendency is to fear what we don’t know or 

understand.” Second, we can deepen our 

knowledge of history, because “shock waves” 

from past events often spark modern-day unrest. 

Finally, we can spend time with people who are 

facing profound grief. “This is the emotional 

equivalent of walking a mile in someone else’s 

shoes,” Tammeus writes. “It can open our eyes to 

the countless ways that death — particularly 

unexpected, violent death — can affect almost 

every aspect of the lives of survivors. … At the 

very least, go to funerals of people whose 

families you know, even of people who died of 

old age or of some illness late in life. Be present. 

Hear their stories.” 

—adapted from The Wired Word 

 

Ever Outward 

Poet Rainer Maria Rilke said, “I live my life in 

widening circles that reach out across the world.” 

Indeed, we all do. As newborns, we focus only on 

ourselves. But as we grow, little by little we learn 

that the people and things around us are separate 

from us. Soon we can attend to others’ actions, 

needs and feelings. Like ripples from a stone 

dropped in water, our circles of care widen from 

family (biological or otherwise) to friends 

(playmates, classmates, colleagues), church family, 

community, country and finally even people across 

the globe. 

The ministries of Jesus and his disciples also were 

widening circles: first “to the lost sheep of Israel” 

(Matthew 10:6; 15:24, NIV) but soon to “all 

nations” (Matthew 28:19). Early church leaders 

took the gospel message ever outward, as Jesus 

had directed them: first to Jerusalem, then Judea 

and Samaria, and finally even “to the ends of the 

earth” (Acts 1:8, NIV). 

As our faith matures, our impact spreads outward 

too. Some people move geographically farther 

from home, while others use prayer, 

communication and technology to widen their 

reach of spiritual, emotional and financial support. 

How exciting that God’s love encircles us all and 

that we can share it far and wide! 

—Heidi Hyland Mann 

 

POMEGRANATE 

Because the pomegranate has an abundance of seeds, the fruit is used to represent hope and 

future life. It also symbolizes the many believers who are individual members of the universal 

Christian church. 

Christian Symbol 

 

  



 

TRIVIA 
 

Besides being known for his 
proverbs about wise living, King 
Solomon was knowledgeable in 
other fields, including which of the 
following? 
 
A. zoology, including ornithology 
and ichthyology 
B. botany 
C. herpetology 
D. songwriting 
E. A and C 
F. B and D 
G. All of the above 

 

Last month’s trivia answer: 

  
Answer: C 

 

 

  



September 2022 
 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY  WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 
 

 
 

   

 

1 2 3 

4 
 

 

 

 

 
Service 10:30am 

5 

 

6 

 

7 

 

Bible Study 

Via ZOOM 

10AM 

8 

 

CHURCH 

COUNCIL MTG 

7PM 

9 

 

10 

11 

 

 

OPERATIONS 

MTG 

 
 

Service 10:30am 
 

12 13 

 

14 
 

Bible Study 

Via ZOOM 

10AM 

15 

 

16 

 

17 

 

18 

 

 
Special Sunday 

Peotone 

American Legion 

 
 

Service 10:30am 

 

 

19 

 

20 

 

21 
 

Bible Study 

Via ZOOM 

10AM 

22 
 

23 
 

24 

25 

 

 

 

 

 
Service 10:30am 

 

26 

 

27 28 

 

Bible Study 

Via ZOOM 

10AM 

29 30  

       

Helping Hands – September 
The NOW Committee encourages you to bring your contributions of the 
following items to church so they can be delivered to Helping Hands:  

PAPER PRODUCTS: toilet paper, paper towels, and tissues. 

Non-perishable food items like meals in packages, Rice A Roni, Hamburger 
Helper, Jello. 



September 2022 
 

Peotone United Methodist Church 
105 N. West St. 

Peotone, IL 60468 

Phone: (708) 258-6876  

www.peotoneumc.com 


