
Birthday Sunday and 
all other activities, 
including coffee 

hours, are cancelled 
until further notice. 

Carley Maupin - Master of Science in Engineering (study line - 

Mathematical Modeling and Computation) from the Technical 

University of Denmark in Copenhagen, Denmark.  Currently 

employed as an Advanced Analytics Specialist in the Human 

Resource Department for Danfoss. 

 

Kale Maupin - Master of Organizational Leadership from Olivet 

Nazarene University in Bourbonnais, Illinois.   Currently 

seeking full time employment. 
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SUNDAY SERVICE  
In co-operation with requirements set forth by state government and 

the Northern Illinois Conference, please follow these social distancing 

guidelines when attending services: 
 

-MASKS ARE OPTIONAL 

-Please take home your bulletin. Do not leave in pew or discard at 

church. Please do not discard ANY garbage at the church, including 

tissues and gum or candy wrappers, etc. 

-The offering plates and bulletins will be on the table at the back of the 

church. These will NOT be passed around. Please take a bulletin and 

submit your offering at the table. 

-NO COFFEE HOUR 
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“If you want your children 

to listen, try talking softly 

to someone else.” 

—Ann Landers 

 

ON-LINE WORSHIP 

Our Sunday worship time continues on Facebook Live for those who are not 

able to come to in-person worship.  The time is 10:30 a.m. on the Peotone UMC 

page and then it is shared on the Green Garden UMC page at 11:30. 

 



Aid for the People of Ukraine 
 

Even as they face uncertainties, the 

small United Methodist communities in 

Ukraine are reaching out to help their 

neighbors as their country is under 

attack by Russia, according to reports 

reaching Western Europe and the 

United States. 

“I hear three issues of immediate 

concern in the messages from United 

Methodists in Ukraine,” Rev. 

UllasTankler said. “First, they want to 

help those in need immediately around 

them. The present emphasis is on 

internally displaced people, notably in 

the west, around Lviv. Then, general 

humanitarian concerns within the 

county, and third, doing something to 

help those leaving Ukraine, initially 

becoming refugees in adjoining 

Poland, Hungary, Romania or 

Slovakia.” 

UMCOR is in direct conversation with 

Methodist leadership in Ukraine, 

Hungary, Poland, Romania and 

Slovakia. United Methodist churches 

in these countries are already 

assisting internally displaced people 

(IDP) and refugees within and from 

Ukraine with food, water, shelter and 

other needs. UMCOR has approved 

grants that will immediately strengthen 

these efforts. 

You can help the church in Ukraine 

provide for neighbors 

UMCOR will provide assistance as 

possible to United Methodists in 

Ukraine by responding to the needs of 

internally displaced persons through 

its International Disaster Response 

and Recovery (IDR) fund. Gifts to 

support the people of Ukraine can be 

made in the following ways: 

·Online 

at https://umcmission.org/advance-

project/982450 

· By toll-free telephone: 888-252-6174 

· By check made out to Global 

Ministries/UMCOR with “Advance 

#982450-Ukraine” written on the 

memo line, either mailed and 

addressed to Global 

Ministries/UMCOR, GPO, P.O. Box 

9068, New York, NY, 10087-9068 or 

given at or through any United 

Methodist church. 

 

 

  

Dear Friends, 

As we approach Mother’s Day, 2022 I have been thinking about parents, 
Kathy’s parents and mine.  None of them is still with us.  I went back 

again to re-read what I first wrote in May 2002.  I am reprinting it here 
with minor editing. 

“Here we are already entering May.  Soon we will honor mothers, and 

weeks after we will honor fathers. 

“My thoughts go easily to my mom and dad, even though she has been 

gone 17 years (now 37) and he 44 years (now 64). 

“Lloyd and Ruby Young made a major contribution to my life, and the 

longer I live, the more I realize what they gave me.  How I would love 

to sit and talk with them from my present perspective. 

“I would tell them how much I appreciate the stable and loving home 

in which I spent my childhood and adolescence.  I would thank them 

for the many ways they expressed their love for me and for everything 

they contributed to my confidence and competence as an adult.  I would 

tell them how much I value their wonderful examples of hard work and 

service. 

“I would especially thank them for teaching me to value education even 

though they both left school following 8th grade.  Their encouragement 

and assistance inspired me and my younger brother (my only sibling) 

to complete college, undergraduate, and graduate studies, and I would 

want them to know the part they played in that.   

“I would tell them that I love them dearly, and that my only regret is 

that we did not worship together regularly as a family.” 

If you have your parents with you still, let me encourage you to tell 

them that you love and appreciate them. 

 

The modern American version of Mother’s Day began in the United States in the early 20th 

century at the initiative of Anna Jarvis, who organized the first Mother's Day service of 

worship and celebration at Andrews Methodist Episcopal Church in Grafton, West 

Virginia, which serves as the International Mother's Day Shrine today. 

In the United States, Father's Day was founded by Sonora Smart Dodd, and celebrated on 

the third Sunday of June for the first time in 1910. The day is held on various dates across 

the world, and different regions maintain their own traditions of honoring fatherhood. 

 

 

 

See you soon, 

Pastor Richard 

 

https://umcmission.org/advance-project/982450
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grafton,_West_Virginia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Mother%27s_Day_Shrine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sonora_Smart_Dodd


 

 

  

April 20, 2022 

From: Peotone United Methodist Church 

 105 N West St., Peotone, IL 60468 

 708-258-6876 

 

PRESS RELEASE… 

 

This week the Peotone United Methodist church donated $20,000 to The United Methodist Committee 

on Relief (UMCOR): International Disaster Response for Ukraine from the “A. Louise Sylvester 

Account”. UMCOR is a well-established arm of The United Methodist Church which provides 

humanitarian relief for people impacted by war; disease outbreaks; famines; and natural disasters such 

as floods, hurricanes, tornadoes, and earthquakes in the United States and throughout the world. One 

hundred percent of donations to UMCOR and its special appeals goes directly to the designated 

causes. 

UMCOR is in direct conversation with Methodist leadership in Ukraine, Hungary, Poland, Romania and 

Slovakia. United Methodist churches in these countries are already assisting internally displaced 

people (IDP) and refugees within and from Ukraine with food, water, shelter and other needs. UMCOR 

has approved grants that will immediately strengthen these efforts. UMCOR will provide assistance as 

possible to United Methodists in Ukraine by responding to the needs of internally displaced persons 

through its International Disaster Response and Recovery (IDR) fund. 

The Peotone United Methodist Church received a bequest from the estate of A. Louise Sylvester, who 

was a member of the church, to establish an account to be used exclusively for foreign humanitarian 

causes and mission. She also left generous donations to other groups and organizations as well. Miss 

Sylvester taught biology for many years at Peotone High School and will be remembered by her former 

students. The church felt the UMCOR: International Disaster Response for Ukraine ideally fit the intent 

of Miss Sylvester’s bequest. 

Any member of the public who would like to donate to this cause (ATTN: UMCOR UKRAINE) or to 

Miss Sylvester’s account (ATTN: SYLVESTER) for foreign humanitarian relief may do so by sending 

donations to the church office at 105 N. West St., Peotone, IL 60468 or by calling the church office 

Tuesday through Friday from 9:00am to 2:00pm at 708-258-6876. Further information about UMCOR 

can be found at their website: umcmission.org/umcor/ 

 

COMMUNITY VBS (Vacation Bible School)  

WILL MEET THIS SUMMER  

June 20-24 

6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 
 

Sponsored by 

these participating churches: 

 

Green Garden United Methodist  Community Presbyterian   St. Paul the Apostle Catholic 

Wilton Center Federated   Peotone United Methodist   Immanuel United Church of Christ 

 



 

  Sounds of sirens warning of imminent 

shellings keep Rev. Oleg and Yulia 

Starodubets up at night and force them 

to huddle in their shelter's basement 

with their twin 9- year-old daughters. 

Rev. Oleg Starodubets is the District 

Superintendent of Central Asia UMC in 

Ukraine. His wife Yulia is an ordained 

pastor and medical doctor. When 

Russia's invasion of Ukraine escalated, 

the couple and their children were 

forced to flee their home in Kyiv. They 

are sheltering in a secondary school in 

western Ukraine and helping several 

United Methodist Churches that are 

open as shelters and housing dozens of 

refugees, mainly women and children, 

who can’t leave the country 

immediately. "We meet people at the 

train station, provide the opportunity to 

rest, to have a home meal, and get 

clothes and other necessities," Rev. Oleg 

Starodubets wrote on Facebook. "After 

several days of hosting them, we 

transport people to the borders with 

Slovakia, Hungary, and Romania." While 

the Starodubets have received offers to 

find safety in the U.S., Romania, 

Germany, India, and other countries, the 

Starodubets are determined to stay in 

Ukraine to watch over their flock. 

Starodubets said they are praying for 

victory to Ukraine, the removal of 

occupants from their land and peace, 

and for one day for his church to gather 

together again in person for Sunday 

worship in Kyiv. 

United Methodists Respond to Invasion of Ukraine 



The Christian Review 

Mr. Rogers, to Grads — and to Us All 

Our world hangs like a magnificent jewel in the 

vastness of space. Every one of us is a part of 

that jewel, a facet of that jewel, and in the 

perspective of infinity, our differences are 

infinitesimal. We are intimately related. May we 

never even pretend that we are not. … Deep 

down, we know that what matters in this life is 

more than winning for ourselves. What really 

matters is helping others win too, even if it 

means slowing down and changing our course 

now and then. … 

[Roman philosopher] Boethius wrote this 

sentence: “Oh happy race of mortals if your 

hearts are ruled, as is the universe, by love.” … 

[There is a] deep part of you that allows you to 

stand for those things without which humankind 

cannot survive: love that conquers hate, peace 

that rises triumphant over war, and justice that 

proves more powerful than greed. So in all that 

you do, in all of your life, I wish you the strength 

and the grace to make those choices which will 

allow you — and your neighbor — to become 

the best of whoever you are. 

—Fred McFeely Rogers, 2002 

 

We Remember 

More than 150 years ago, Memorial Day 

took shape amid the backdrop of the U.S. 

Civil War. Before it ended, women began 

decorating the graves of fallen soldiers. In 

1868, when May 30 was designated as 

Decoration Day, loved ones placed flowers 

on the graves of Union and Confederate 

soldiers alike. 

 

By 1882, Decoration Day became known 

as Memorial Day, and soldiers who died in 

other wars were honored too. Over time, it 

became a day to remember all loved ones 

who have died — in war and otherwise. In 

1971, Congress declared Memorial Day a 

national holiday to be observed on the last 

Monday in May. On Memorial Day, we 

pause to remember people who made the 

ultimate sacrifice for their country and for 

our freedom. We also pray for those who 

continue serving, especially those in 

harm’s way. 

ROBE 

A robe, specifically one that’s new and white, symbolizes the righteousness we receive through 

Jesus’ death and resurrection. Isaiah 61:10 speaks of “the garments of salvation” and “the robe 

of righteousness.” In Revelation 6:11, faithful martyrs each receive a white robe. People who are 

being baptized or confirmed often wear white robes as a sign of purity. 

Christian Symbol 

 

 

 

  



 

TRIVIA 
 

When Moses was on the 

mountain for a long time, who 

made a golden calf for the 

people of Israel to worship? 

 

A. Joshua 

B. Levi 

C. Caleb 

D. Aaron 

 

Last month’s trivia answer:  

A (See Luke 19:40.) 
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CLOSED 
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Special Sunday 

Peotone 
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Service 10:30am 
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Memorial Day 
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Helping Hands – May 
The NOW Committee encourages you to bring your contributions of the 
following items to church so they can be delivered to Helping Hands:  

PAPER PRODUCTS: toilet paper, paper towels, and tissues. 

Non-perishable food items like meals in packages, Rice A Roni, Hamburger 
Helper, Jello. 
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Peotone United Methodist Church 
105 N. West St. 
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